Xinjiang, land resources are relatively plentiful in the Tarim River Basin, but water resources are relatively scarce, which restricts the population and economic development. Economic development relies on traditional agricultural production in the Tarim River Basin. Thus, in the Tarim River Basin, while land is a relatively advantageous resource, water can be considered as a relatively disadvantageous resource. In future, a more concerted effort needs to be made to improve the efficient use of water resources in the area, as well as to exploit the comparative advantage offered by the relatively abundant land resources. (4) The 42 prefectures and cities in the Tarim River Basin display significant spatial differences in terms of the relative carrying capacity of the population and the economy. Significant differences are also found between the sub鄄river basins in terms of these factors, which is a reflection of the complex physical geography of the area. ( 5) Based on the relative carrying capacity of the population and the economy, we classify the 42 prefectures and cities in the Tarim River Basin into four groups, and then summarize the evolution of each group忆 s temporal characteristics and development strategies. After nearly 12 years of development and evolution, the relative carrying capacity of the population and the economy in the Tarim River Basin are still highly unbalanced in terms of the area忆s spatial pattern and distribution. The counties and cities in group B, which have a relatively insufficient economic scale, should become the key development areas in the Tarim River Basin. In contrast, the counties and cities in group C, which are relatively saturated in terms of their economic scale, but have a relatively small population, should become optimized development areas. 
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